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Corning® transfectagro™ 
Reduced Serum Medium
Technical Brief

Introduction
Corning transfectagro medium is an animal component free, defined medium specifically developed for appli-
cations and growth of a variety of cell lines with reduced serum. Internal testing has confirmed the ability of 
transfectagro to support the growth of both adherent and suspension cell lines when supplemented with 2-4% 
fetal bovine serum (FBS). When supplemented at reduced serum levels, growth in transfectagro is comparable 
to cell densities obtained in fully supplemented classical media.

Features
w General purpose basal medium for low serum supplementation conditions.

w Defined medium: The formulation is free of undefined hydrolysates, ultra filtered lysates, and peptides.

w Diluent or growth medium for improved transient transfection efficiency as compared to classical media.

w Provides a more supportive environment for formation of the nucleic acid-transfection reagents complex.

w Formulated with Corning glutagro™ supplement to provide a stable, ready to use formulation. No glutamine 
supplementation required.

Formulation
Corning transfectagro is a further modification of the classical media combination of DMEM and F12. The 
medium is buffered with HEPES and sodium bicarbonate with increased vitamins, sugars, and trace elements. 
Amounts of selected components have been reduced from those of traditional formulations, allowing for this 
medium to be used with suspension cultures. Highly purified recombinant proteins are included for optimal 
performance. Corning transfectagro may be further supplemented with cell line specific growth factors. 
Additional reducing agents or growth factors beyond serum supplementation are typically not required for 
most applications. Applications requiring additional factors under standard conditions will still require these 
factors when using transfectagro.

Protocols: Adaptation and Maintenance in transfectagro
For most cell lines, no weaning procedures are required to convert to transfectagro with a 50% reduction in 
serum supplementation. To convert the culture to transfectagro:

1. Centrifuge cells

2. Decant supernatant

3. Resuspend in transfectagro supplemented with 2-4% FBS.

Optimal serum supplementation should be determined empirically for each specific application and compared 
to standard functional expectations. 

Note: If using adherent cell lines and serum levels below 2%, or roller bottles, it is advisable to supplement the 
medium with 100 mg/L CaCl2 to promote cell attachment. 



Ordering Information

Cat. No. Description
Storage 

Temperature Unit Size Qty/Pk

40-300-CV Corning® transfectagro™ Reduced Serum Medium 2-8 °C 500 mL 6

Warranty/Disclaimer: Unless otherwise specified, all products are for research use only. Not intended for use in 
diagnostic or therapeutic procedures. Not for use in humans. Corning Life Sciences makes no claims regarding the 
performance of these products for clinical or diagnostic applications.
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Corning cellgro products are manufactured by Mediatech, Inc. 
For a listing of Corning trademarks, visit us at www.cellgro.com/about-us/trademarks.html 
All other trademarks in this document are the property of their respective owners.

Mediatech, Inc.
A Corning Subsidiary
9345 Discovery Boulevard 
Manassas, VA 20109
t 800.235.5476 
t 703.471.5955 
f 703.467.9851

www.cellgro.com

Beginning-to-end
Solutions for

Cell Culture

www.corning.com/lifesciences/solutions

At Corning, cells are in our culture. In our continuous efforts to improve efficiencies and develop  
new tools and technologies for life science researchers, we have scientists working in Corning R&D  
labs across the globe, doing what you do every day. From seeding starter cultures to expanding  
cells for assays, our technical experts understand your challenges and your increased need for  
more reliable cells and cellular material. 

It is this expertise, plus a 160-year history of Corning innovation and manufactur ing  excellence,  
that puts us in a unique position to offer a beginning-to-end portfolio of high-quality, reliable  
cell culture consumables. 

For additional product or technical information, please visit www.cellgro.com or call 1.800.235.5476.


